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Part I:

A theological and pedagogical approach…

1.
By way of introduction, to defend the choice of the theme:



A combination never used before now.



The objective at which all educative activity aims.



Appropriate therefore on any occasion.

2.
Relationship between reflection and experience



Reference to real life more effective  than a principle stated in words.



An affirmation valid for the young is, in fact, valid for all ages.


If our cultural talents allow us to embody our messages in concrete models, we shall have made them more convincing.

3.        Relationship between theology and the lives of the saints


It is the same relationship as exists between grammar and the classics.


In a certain sense the latter precedes the former.


"Few things can fertilize and rejuvenate Theology (and through it the whole of Christian life) like a blood transfusion from the lives of the saints" (von Balthasar).


Re-echoed  by ancient convictions:


"I believe more in the Church than in the Gospel, because it is the Church that gives me the Gospel and interprets it for me" (St Augustine).


"The lives of the Saints shows us how we must understand the books of Sacred Scripture" (St Gregory the Great).

4.        Relationship between salesian spirituality and the lives of salesian saints


Our saints give us a stamp of authenticity more valid than any amount of words or thought.


When Don Bosco wanted to write about youthful spirituality, he did not write treatises but the lives of Dominic Savio, Michael Magone, Francis Besucco.

The same thing happens analogically with vocation.  First one gets to know a person, then the vocation is perceived. " 'I want to stay with Don Bosco' expresses the choice of a particular way of growing in the life of the Spirit:  experience of Christian life precedes systematic reflection on it" (GC232, 159).

5.
Following the example of our saints



means imitating the figures which have had most influence on ideals at the age of our past-pupils.



For an educator this is a further motive



for making use of the lives of the saints.

Part II. … to a wonderfully articulated panorama

1.        We have a vast patrimony at our disposal:


1.1  A total of 39 Causes with 137 candidates.


1.2  The area of the past-pupils.


       We can distinguish three categories:


       1.  Figures I intend to concentrate on in these reflections:


 
 D'Acquisto, Frassati, Marvelli, Giordani


       2.  Figures more distant in time, but better known:



 Savio, Namuncurá, Vicuña, Marquez


       3.  Figures without a halo:



 Petix, Casella, Maffei, Sean Devereux, Luisi Pedro Leuguas…


1.3  The significance of such riches:


the more examples you have to explain a rule, the better is it          understood.

2.        The various aspects of the hagiographic area



2.1  The geographical aspect:



Italy, Spain, Portugal, France, Poland, Czech Republic, Nicaragua, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, Brazil, Chile, Argentina, Palestine, Syria, India, Japan, China.

2.2  The historical aspect:

       rich in saintly people, from the time of our origins (1857)

       to our own days (1972).

2.3  The aspect of the specific nature of the message:

       *  Past-pupils both young and mature adults

                 "           both lay and religious

                 "           both confessors and martyrs

                 "           both virgins and married

                 "           Founders, Saints, Beati, Venerabili, Servants of God.



*  Representing different traits of our spirituality:




    daily life:  with some miraculous happenings (Palomino)

  


    joy and optimism: Cimatti: "even the walls used to smile"

               pastoral charity:  Romero (36 Oratories)

               work and temperance:  Rua …



*  Convincing testimony in some areas felt particularly today:

               inculturation (Convertini)

               professionalism  (Quadrio, Zatti)

               creativity (Giordani)

3.        It is a good idea pedagogically to exploit such a patrimony

The Saints are not there simply for our admiration, but as authoritative helpers in our pilgrimage.

And so we come back to the point from which we started.
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Part III:     A martyr of charity:  SALVO D'ACQUISTO

1.  Biographical summary

· Born at Naples, 17 October 1920

· August 1939, at age of 18: joined the Carabinieri, with whom he served for the rest of his life in the post-war period, so difficult and arduous for those who had the duty of preserving order.  As a Carabiniere he was following a family tradition.

· Took part voluntarily in the war in Africa (1940-1942): Cyrenaica, Tripoli, Cyrenaica.

· September 1942:  Course for student officers

· 15 December 1942, graduated as Vice-brigadier and transferred to Torrimpietra, his first and only posting.

2.   Past-pupil 
· 1924-1926:  Kindergarten of the FMA at Vomero.

· 1929-1930:  Pupil if the 4th elementary class of the Salesians at Vomero

· 1933-1934:  Pupil of 1st class of salesian middle school.

3.   A whole life summed up in a single episode


Here it will be worth our while to go into details.

1.  
"In the evening of 22 September 1943 some drunken German soldiers belonging to a picket of their forces of occupation which had taken over the police barracks in the Torre di Palidoro, near Torrimpietra, were rummaging through the contents of a rubbish-dump when they set off a bomb which killed one of them and seriously injured two others.  The supposition was that the bomb had been overlooked, and had been exploded unwittingly by the soldiers themselves, because it seemed highly unlikely that in a small place like Palidoro, already garrisoned by more then 200 soldiers of the SS, anyone could have organized such an attack.  But the Germans would not accept such an inevitable conclusion.  A deliberate attempt had been made to kill them, and their reaction came at once.


The following morning, 23 September, two German officers arrived at the barracks in an armoured car.


Here it will be well to recall the particular situation in which the Carabinieri found themselves placed after the dramatic armistice of 8 September 1943, when the German detachments held the Carabinieri responsible not only for public order but also for the safety and protection of their own troops who were still around.  In the days from 9 to 11 September the Carabinieri replied with armed opposition  to the German reactions, since they were on their own national territory and acting as policemen whom the Germans found it convenient to recognize as a protection for their own safety, until they could overcome such a need and deport the members to Germany.


The situation was a tense one, therefore, which was why the Germans arrived post haste at the headquarters of the Carabinieri at Torrimpietra, which had jurisdiction over the Palidoro area where the fatal incident had occurred.


Arriving therefore at Torrimpietra they wanted to see the Commanding Officer, who happened to be absent.  They were received by the senior sub-officer D'Acquisto, who was the only sub-officer at the station at the moment, and therefore in charge in the absence of the Commander.  They told him to follow them and took him in their armoured car to Palidoro.


Some hours later another truck arrived at Torrimpietra carrying more German soldiers.  They too looked for Carabinieri officers at the headquarters but found none, and so they chose  21 men at random from the terrified population and carried them off in the truck..  It was nearly 11 o'clock when they reached the central square in Palidoro where D'Acquisto was waiting, guarded by other German soldiers.

 
D'Acquisto was ordered to identify among those they had rounded up the one responsible for the incident of the previous evening, something which in conscience no man of honour could do.  It would have been easy for the young officer to point his finger at one of the wretched group who had their anguished eyes fixed upon him.


Calm and dignified in response to the insults and threats of the enemy, he tried to show that none  of those who had been arrested could have been guilty.  But the executioners had no time to waste: he was once again beaten and insulted; they tore off his jacket and knocked off his officer's headgear.  "If we do not find the guilty one", they shouted, "the whole lot will die!"


They made the hostages get back on the truck, together with D'Acquisto and a young civilian they had grabbed, the 17-year old Amodio Angelo, who was the only eye-witness of the tragic fate of D'Acquisto, and off they went to Torre di Palidoro.


Here the 23 hostages were made to get down and there was another purely formal interrogation to find who had been responsible for the bomb.  They all protested their innocence and declared that they did not even know there had been the explosion of the previous evening.  They were then cynically ordered to dig their own graves before being shot.  The soldiers had already brought along spades and shovels.  One can well imagine the lamentations, the pleas, the entreaties of those unfortunate men.


The generous heart of D'Acquisto, as his companions later testified, was torn by agony and distress at the spectacle.  He tried to encourage the others, but their emotions were too great.  He felt his words were useless in the silence of that leaden afternoon, when even the sun seemed to lose its brilliance and presage their imminent death.  The digging was a very slow process.  Some could not bring themselves to put the spade into the earth.  Every spadeful of earth was a step into their own graves.  Time acquired a new sense for them.  Their lives were now measured in minutes and seconds, and every moment that passed delayed their death and fed their last, tenuous and well-nigh impossible hope.


D'Acquisto looked round once more at those wretched and terrified creatures, choking with anguish as they continued to dig – and he made his great decision:  he told the German Commandant through an interpreter that he alone was the guilty one, and he asked that his innocent companions be set free.  The former salesian student and the soldier had become a single soul, the soul of a Martyr, of a Saint, of a Hero.


To the original 21 hostages had been added the 17-year old Angelo Amodio, whom the Germans had first thought to be one of the Carabinieri himself, but he was able to show them at the last moment, by means of an identity card he was carrying, that he was a railway worker.  But they made him stay behind while the others were set free.  And so he became a witness to the execution of D'Acquisto, and was able to give the following testimony:


"One of the soldiers pushed me aside, and I felt at every moment that I was going to be shot in the back.  He seemed angry at seeing me escape death, and gave me a heavy blow in the face.  A few minutes later I heard someone call out in a cracked voice: "Long live Italy", followed by a burst of rifle-fire.  I turned instinctively, thinking that someone was firing at me, and I was just in time to see D'Acquisto turn pale and fall backwards into the grave we had dug, while bloodstains spread over his white shirt.  A German officer put a final bullet into the poor body, the soldiers shovelled earth into the grave, and then they all went away."


The local people could not rest until they had been able to give Christian burial in consecrated ground to the young officer who had sacrificed his life for them.  and so nineteen days after the execution, a group of the local inhabitants; Wanda Baglioni, Angelo Amodio, Caterina Nasoni, Clara Pesamosca, Domenico Castiglione, and Angelo Magaglia, together with the parish priest Fr Luigi Brancaccio, defied the enemy's vigilance and went by night to dig up the heroic victim's body from the place where he fell.  The corpse was exhumed by Magaglia and Castiglione, wrapped in linen by pious women, and placed in a coffin made by the father of Wanda Baglioni.  They then went to the little cemetery of Palidoro, where the remains were blessed by the priest and given Christian burial.  The tomb soon became the object of much care and attention, and remained covered with flowers for the whole of the remaining period of the German occupation until 8 June 1947, when the remains were transferred to Naples.


When the German Commandant heard of Salvo's offer to die for the others "he was startled and paced nervously up and down for a time", probably greatly disturbed himself and in admiration of the gesture, as we learn from witnesses"."

(from F. Caruso, The Hero of Palidoro)

4. An instructive interpretation

4.1 “Every time that one tries to write about D’Acquisto, one is afraid of giving way to a flood of words which would impoverish rather than fittingly pay tribute to that symbol of human greatness, but no form of words is ever adequate put the sacrifice of that twenty year hero in its proper perspective. (B. Sarti)

4.2 Who would ever have said that within that boy a future hero lay hidden?

History sometimes gives us educators these trials.     

4.3 There would not have been such heroism had there not been a background of great responsibility. A formation, such as his, which was marked by a spirit of sacrifice and a sense of duty.

4.4 A short identikit:

“A quiet boy, well mannered and sensitive, open and sincere, with an inclination to reflection and to study.”

“He was particularly generous  and when he could do some good he also knew how to discreet. (Mother)

“Because of his goodness and love for justice he attracted much esteem and affection” (Mother)

4.5 His political views were noteworthy as is evident from his account of them.

4.6 His topicality for today in the light of not a few martyrs to duty.

5. He has become a symbolic figure 

If he is beatified as a martyr, he will open a new chapter in the history of the Congregation for the Causes of Saints.       

Part IV.  Five martyrs of the faith: the young Polish past pupils

1. Who are they?

They are:  Edward Klinik (aged 23); Francis Kesy (22); Jarogniew Wojciechowski (20); Czeslaw Jozwiak (22) and Edward Kazmierski (23).


They have certain characteristics in common:  all five were oratorians; all five were consciously committed to their own human and Christian growth; all were involved in the animation of their companions, linked together by personal and social interests and projects, targeted almost simultaneously and imprisoned in different places but over a very short period of time.  Subsequently they shared the same prison experience and suffered martyrdom on the same day and in the same manner.  Their oratorian friendship remained alive to the last moment.


Edward Klinik  was the second of three children.  His father was a mechanic.  He finished his schooling in our house of Auschwitz, and later passed the maturity-exam at Poznan.  During the occupation he worked in a construction company.  His sister Mary, an Ursuline Sister, testified: "when Edward went to the oratory his religious life became much deeper.  He began to take part in the Mass as an altar-server, and he also involved his younger brother in this oratorian life.  He had always been quiet and rather self-conscious, but he became much livelier after joining the oratory.  He was a conscientious and systematic student".


In the group of five he stood out because of his deep commitment to every form of activity and gave the impression of being more serious and thoughtful.  Under the guidance of his salesian educators his spiritual life became ever more firm and centred on the Eucharist, a most tender Marian devotion and enthusiasm for the ideals of St John Bosco.


Francis Kesy, on the other hand, was born in Berlin where his parents had gone for reasons of employment.  His father was a carpenter, but when they moved back to Poznan he worked in an electrical centre in the town


It had been Francis' intention to become a candidate for the salesian novitiate, but since he was prevented by the occupation from continuing his studies, he found employment in an industrial establishment.  His spare time he spent at the oratory where, sharing the ideals of the other four, he animated youth groups and associations.  He was the third of five children in a poor family.


He is remembered as being sensitive and frail, and of poor health; but at the same time he was cheerful, good-natured, a lover of animals, and always ready to help others.  Every morning found him heading towards the church, where he was an almost daily communicant; and every evening he recited the rosary.

Jarogniew Wojciechowski was a native of Poznan, where his father had a shop selling cosmetics.  The family life was marked by a long series of traumatic situations because the father was an alcoholic and ended up by abandoning the family.  Jaorogniew had to change from one school to another and remained under the care of his older sister.  In this situation he found support in the salesian oratory, where he joined in the activities with enthusiasm.

Of him witnesses recall that he became an alter-server with the Salesians, took part in camps and outings, played religious tunes on the piano, joined in the religious life of the family and was a daily communicant.  Like his other companions of the group he was well known for friendliness, good humour and the commitment he gave to activities, his duties and good example.  He was outstanding among the others because he seemed rather meditative and had a tendency to see into things more closely; he tried to understand what lay behind events, but without becoming gloomy about them.  He was a leader in the best sense of the word.

Czeslaw Jozwiak was linked with the salesian oratory of Poznan from his childhood.  He was only ten when he first set foot in it.  His father was a police officer.  He attended the St John Kanty School and at the same time acted as animator of a youth group at the oratory.  When war broke out and it was impossible to continue at school he took employment in a chemist's shop.

It is said of him that he was irascible by nature, spontaneous and full of energy but without ever losing his self-control, consistent  and ready for sacrifice.
  Under the guidance of the rector, Fr Augustine Piechura, he could be seen to be striving after Christian perfection and to be making progress in that direction.  There was no doubt about the hold he had on younger children.

According to one of his follow-prisoners: "He was good natured and a character with a soul as clear as crystal…  When he spoke openly to me I could see that his heart was free from any stain of sin or evil…  He shared with me one of his particular concerns, that he should never fall into impurity".

Finally Edward Kazmierski was born at Poznan into a poor family.  His father was a shoe-repairer.  As soon as he finished elementary school he was obliged to find work in a shop and later in a machine shop.  He soon became a member of the salesian oratory and in that environment was able to develop special musical talents.

It is said of him that the keen religious sense he had acquired in his family soon led him to Christian maturity under the guidance of the Salesians.  All his spare time after work he spent at the oratory and grew in Eucharistic and Marian devotion.  At the age of 15 he took part in a pilgrimage to Czestochowa, travelling more than 500 km. on foot.  He was with president of the St John Bosco Circle and was full of enthusiasm for salesian ideals.

Lively, faithful to his decisions he liked to sing in the church choir, or as a soloist.  At the age of 15 he wrote some of his own musical compositions.  Among his characteristics were balanced good sense and kindliness.  In prison he showed a great love for his companions.  He willingly helped the older ones and was completely free of any feeling of hatred towards his persecutors.

Qui mancano: 

“Per tutti e cinque…

Dopo tre sattimane…

2. Giganti dello spirito

3. Their message

Both individually and as a group, these young men manifest the shaping power of the oratory experience when the latter can count on a proper environment, a responsible youth community, a project for the individual, and one or more confreres able to accompany the young in their pilgrimage of faith and grace.  The five came from Christian families, and with this foundation the life and program of the oratory encouraged their generosity towards God, their human maturity, prayer and apostolic commitment.

The group was crucial as a place of growth and commitment.  They were always called the "group of five".  It is impressive to read of each one:  "He was one of the group of the oratory-leaders, closely linked with the other four in friendship and aspirations after high Christian ideals".

The oratory experience produced in them a youthful comradeship based on ideals and projects, manifested in sincere sharing, mutual support in time of trial, and in spontaneity and joy.

Their friendship led them to continue their meetings when the occupational forces requisitioned the oratory, and transformed the whole building and the church into military storerooms, leaving the Salesians with only two rooms.

In one of the rooms with a piano which the Brothers of the Sacred Heart had placed at their disposal, they continued their choral activities and friendly meetings.  Later, when even this became impossible, they met in the city parks, the fields near the river and the nearby woods.  It was not strange that the police identified or confused them with clandestine associations.  Their friendship became a mutual support during their passage through various prisons to their death.


To our three young people: St Dominic Savio, Blessed Laura Vicuña and the Venerable Zeferino Namuncurá, we now add these five young martyrs as if to complete the saintly categories with the one adornment that was missing: martyrdom.  It is now up to us to draw out the full meaning of this event for the area of youth.  In them we want to recognize a model for so many young people who are suffering in different parts of the world for their Christian faith.  We point to them as intercessors as well as being patterns of the highest ideals.
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Part V:  A drawn bow: Alberto Marvelli
1. Past Pupil of Rimini.


He attended the Oratory there for fifteen years. It was there he discovered what it was gave meaning to his life, making of it a gift to others. He was a member of the “Don Bosco Circle” of Catholic Action, in charge of the section for prospective/new members, and taught catechism. On Sundays he animated the Mass at the Oratory, doing the readings and leading the singing.  In the playground he was cheerful, calm, joining in the games. 

The Oratory was his training ground and there he was a fully committed apostle.

2. Some stages in his life story

He was born on the 21st March 1918 at Ferrara where his mother’s family came from. The Marvelli home was at Rovigo where the father was a bank manager; but after the defeat of Caporetto it was not a very peaceful place. They stayed in Rovigo until 1925, and it was there that Adolf, Carlo, Lello, Giorgio (who soon died) and then another Giorgio and finally Geltrude were born.

From 1925 until 1927 they lived at Mantova, then at Ancona until, in 1931, they finally settled at Rimini. Alberto was fortunate not only in having deeply religious parents but also in being part of a family blessed in members consecrated to God.  His maternal grandmother, the Marchesa Geltrude Granello of Casaleto had three uncles priests  one of whom a Dominican was an official in the Holy Office and Bishop of Seleucia, and two sisters who were Poor Clares in the convent of Città di Castello, one of whom died in the odour of sanctity. His father had an uncle who was a Carmelite, who accompanied Albert’s hearse to the cemetery and was for some years the procurator general of his order.

He completed his course of studies with a degree in engineering, and the rest of his life was caught up in wartime events.

At the end of 1942 he was called up. In 1943 he was at Treviso. Even as a soldier he was involved in the apostolate: he spent all his free time helping others and he did not neglect his spiritual life. On the 8th September 194? he returned home. At Rimini he began teaching at the Technical School. As he was living at Marina, which is quite some distance away, he usually went to communion at midday. He hesitantly asked the parish priest for this favour. Then he said to him: “You go to dinner; I can make my own way out.” The parish priest says that he stayed a long time on his own in the church. Having finished his morning’s work, he had an hour available and was happy to be left alone quietly with Jesus.

It is in this atmosphere of     ? that his  personality  developed (??!!)

4. The characteristics of his spirituality

1. We can find it summed up in the words of St Paul: “ Those who run in the race” (1 Cor. 9, 24)

“When one puts aside the biography and the other writings about Alberto Marvelli, he immediately comes to life as an exceptional sportsman and as a young man who certainly makes one think of the beautiful image of St Paul of those “who run in the race” (1 Cor. 9, 24). In fact he was always running: his whole life was as he had planned it and wanted it to be, a race, without any slowing down or any break, towards the fixed goal: holiness” (Mondrone C.C. 1977)

This image reflects a life always on the move and <tensione dello spirito>. A young man with a deep interior life and fully committed to social activity (?)      

Someone has spoken about the miracle of the amount of work he got through.

“I can see Alberto Marvelli striding through the streets of our little provincial town still a student, with a bag/pile of (?) books just like when in the sixth form, and I see him on his bicycle, or standing with his friends, and I know that he was fully involved in the Catholic Action Association of the Salesians (of which for a long time he was president), or in the Catholic Action Federation (of which he was secretary and vice-president). And I always see him with that bright attractive thoughtful smile, the fruit of an inner serenity the fruit of grace. In his studies he was always among the top half of the class, without ever being the top. He didn’t stand out in discussions, but his ideas were mature and he was confident in what he said and in his studies.” (Massani)

2 Life as a longing

This was of his own choice. We can listen to what he said himself in a page from his diary for 8th Octoiber 1939:

“Life is action, movement. My life too ought to be action, continual movement, without a break, movement and action towards man’s sole/final aim/end: to save himself and to save others. This spiritual life in motion, I would say this deep yearning for God, for good, is in harmony, within me, with a similar tendency in my physical life: a life that I always feel is meant for activity. I recognize it almost all the time and especially when I am forced to stop in order to study for whole days. I need air, space, wide horizons, the bright sky and the stars, the seas and deep oceans. It isn’t an exaggeration, it is a statement of real fact. It’s a yearning for new sights, new countries, new worlds, a desire for speed, for quickness, for power.”

For this reason he does not hesitate to put down some markers for his ascetical spiritual journey.

“ I want to write down a brief programme of what my spiritual life ought to be.        

1) In the morning prayer, and if possible, a short meditation. 2) A daily visit to church and as frequent a reception of the sacraments as possible. If only I could go the communion every day! 3) To say the rosary every day.  4) In no way to seek occasions of sin. 5) In the evening prayers, meditation, examination of conscience. 6) To overcome my greatest faults: laziness, greediness, impatience, curiosity and many others. 7) To pray for the help of Jesus in every moment of difficulty. If I ???, to undertake some physical suffering.” 

He aimed so high as to feel “ thrilled by the infinite”

Reading some pages one senses the flavour of the mystic (?) We can read these elevated expressions of his spirit:

“Looking at creation, everything enters the heart and speaks of God […] But above all a pure heart tastes the joy of the soul/spirit, of intimate and continuous union with God, the contemplation of his presence under the appearance of the Blessed Sacrament. What a new world, made up of infinite impressions of sweetness and power, but at the same time so certain of their origin, but so open to me in contemplating Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament! I look at him and Jesus speaks to me[…] I look at him and everything else vanishes, leaving only Jesus, radiant light which enters the soul.. it gives me shivers of the infinite. Jesus who rises on a splendid ray of light , surrounded by light, engulfs me and invites me to rise […] 

And again:

I promise you my soul, O Jesus, to rise to always rise in the ways of perfection, of purity, of charity, of holiness. And in this promise an unconquerable force/power, a firm desire to follow the life traced out, to reach the goal, at all cost. Only in this way will there be consistency with a Christian understanding of our duty. Only thus can we in some way assuage the suffering of Jesus, cooperate in the salvation of souls[…]”.


He devotes all his young life to the work of reconstruction in which he becomes the director. A painful work and always nourished by prayer.

“In the evening he said the rosary aloud in the dormitories of the college at Belluzzi, and then went to sleep all the better ?? and in the morning in the church crowded with people he served Mass and went to communion. Then off again through all the streets to attend to all those in need. He made a note of those in need (?)and when he could not get there he got others to do the work. It was necessary to go through all the tunnels where the people did not dare to go out[…]

One day, in the Albertini’s house, two Italian soldiers who were deserters arrived and wanted to get to the north of Italy. One was without shoes because he hadn’t had the courage to take the off any of the dead they had passed on the road.

No one there had any to give him. Albert arrives; they tell him the situation; he looks at his own shoes, and the soldier’s feet and says: “These should do.” No sooner said than done. He puts on a pair of clogs.”

5. Death

It comes unexpectedly.

It was the evening of the 5th of October 1946, the first Saturday of the month, the eve of the local elections. He had had a meeting and then went for a moment to Holy Cross, after Holy Hour (??!!). I said to him: “I have some good news. His Lordship the Bishop has transferred to you this cheque, which Monsignor Montini has sent for the students (?)” “Good,” he said. “I think I’ll give it to the treasurer (?)” putting it in his pocket.       We spent a moment in the hall, there were three or four of us. We set of on our way. He went straight home for supper; which he ate hurriedly, joked with a friend who wasn’t ready to go out. He said: “I’ll go ahead; in the meantime I shall go to see M. for instrctions about the seat for tomorrow morning.” He quickly said good bye to his mother on the stairs. He didn’t even have his usual cigarette. 20 meters from the house a allied truck, which was being driven wildly struck him, knocked him into the garden of house and disappeared into the night. He was picked up by the trolley bus (?).  The friend who in the meantime had arrived at the scene, went back to tell his mother. He was taken to the Contarini clinic. All in vain. His inner being   battled for two hours. He didn’t regain cosciousness. It is impossible to describe what the whole city went through that evening, that night, the following two days.   

6. His message in three phrases.

“ A young man, serene in mind, strong (??)in heart, strong in will.” 

6.  His message condensed into a trinomial

"A young man with a clear mind, a burning heart and strong will power"

Bright,  loving,  strong-willed.

Three steps,  three stages, three typically youthful goals.

Part VI:   
Three pupils, at three different levels.

Representative of the last three steps in the path of a Cause.

1.  The special place of the pupils at the side of the past-pupils

They have not been able to look backwards because they were taken by death when studying.

But they are also witnesses of the education received, which bore fruit up right up to sanctity.

2.  Models very close to the origins.

They go back to Don Bosco himself and to his first sons.

There is in them a "bit more" than charismatic prayer

Those farthest away from us in time (and for that reason needing translation) and those nearest to the source which, thanks to its freshness, can avoid the tepidity of our criteria of today.

They urge us to value the saying "age of ideals".

3.  They echo across 100 years of history.

3..Friday

Part VII: 
A leader:   Piergiorgio  FRASSATI

1.  Biographical sketches.

He was born at Turin-Crocetta on 6 April 1901.  His father was a Senator of the Kingdom, the Founder and Proprietor of the daily newspaper "La Stampa", Ambassador of Italy to Berlin.

From his family he could have had everything:  money, ease, comfort, material security,  honours,  respect.

Part II: Three pupils, on three different levels

1. The particular place of the pupils.


Without a backward glance


On an uninterrupted journey towards death.

2. Models close to our beginnings

3. Three different characters


sharing the same style of education.

4. Representatives of the last three stages in the process of a Cause. 

But he choose the true values, al synthesised in the generous devotion to the other, especially the poor. 


In his family, he had to suffer very much, because there were strong difficulties between his mother and his father, which created a climate of difficulty for the children and their education. This element enlighten much more the Christian and filial witness of Pier Giorgio. 


An important denotation, today!


The years between the end of the first world war and there 1924-5, were burdened by strong social tensions (birth of new political parties, strikes, the red biennium) which leaded to the affirmation of fascism and to the looseness of the principal civil freedoms. Facing the hard political fights, Frassati opposed a faith which, in his intention to be "sign" in the social field, too, every day became stronger and tenacious. His desire for a social legislation able to overcome every discrimination and injustice by the light of the Gospel, leaded  him to actively engage in the Popular Party.


When, in April 1923, in Turin there was the national Congress of the Popular party, marked by the intention of Fr. Sturzo to arrive to a clarification with the fascist party, Pier Giorgio strongly sustained the antifascist thesis. 


When, in October of the same year, Mussolini visited Turin, Pier Giorgio removed the flag which had been exposed to the balcony of the Circolo Fuci "Cesare Balbo" and then he presented his resignation to the President: "I am really indignant because you exposed the flag on the balcony  to give homage to the one who closes the Opere Pie and who permits the murdering of God's ministers like Fr. Minzoni…".


It is worthy to remember the attention that Pier Giorgio used to pay to the Catholic press, instrument to affirm and spread up his own vision of life.


He was graduating in engineering when, on July 4, 1925, fallen ill by a striking poliomyelitis, he died at the age of 24.


In his funerals, the presence, the behaviour and the witnesses given by poor people werw like a real canonisation.


A socialist newspaper written with such admiration: "What we are reading about him it is so new and unusual, that fills of reverent amazement even they who do not share his faith. Young and rich, he choose for him the work and goodness. He had faith to God, and was professing his faith by an open manifesting of cult, conceiving it like a militant, like wearing a uniform in front of the world, without  ever change it for the usual wearing, by commodity, for opportunism, by human shyness".

2. Related to two Salesian sources: a teacher (Fr. Cojazzi) and a confessor (Fr. Cane)


We all know he strong personality of Fr. Cojazzi "for decades the best known Salesian in Italy". His rule towards Pier Giorgio was private, discrete, deep. 


He knew Pier Giorgio and his family when, in 1910, was called, during more than two years, to teach Latin classes to the boy and to his sister Luciana.

"I knew him when he was 10 and I took care of him for quite all the Ginnasium  and part of the Liceum". Fr. Cojazzi tells about his meetings with Pier Giorgio and the joy of the boy in listening his words about Jesus. It is easy to imagine that he, expert in knowing  young people, immediately understood the spiritual resources of his pupil, and that, as clever educator,  he influenced his formation. He never has been spiritual director and confessor of Pier Giorgio (the Salesian Fr. Felice Cane has been confessor for a long time); but he marked a deep trace in a soul very disposed to be moulded. This also because Fr. Cojazzi has ever been in touch with Pier Giorgio and his family.

We know also about Fr. Cojazzi's visits to Frassati's house, the classes of religion he gave at the Fuci, frequented by Pier Giorgio, the common interest they had for the "Compagnie di S. Vincenzo" and for the "Azione Cattolica" , and about the visits of Pier Giorgio to Fr. Cojazzi in delicate moments, as the one of his renounce to her fiancée. 


The training of Pier Giorgio has the label of the Salesian style and we can easily count him in the number of our past pupils.

3 Three coefficients in Fr. Cojazzi reconstruction

1. Christian perfection, which is possible to reach in daily life

2. Being constant in charity's practise towards the poor and needy. 

3. Moral and physical integrity, when it is revealed in non competitive sport events, as the ascensions to the  mountains (climbing even of 6th degree), seen as the sign of a deeper spiritual ascetic.

4 The attraction to the poor  


"He was feeling such a joy in making good, that it was brightening in his eyes every time he was coming back from his pilgrimage among  the poor people".


"He was for them in the real sense a servant, until carrying very heavy weights, dragging a small wagon, with the expression of one who is persuaded to receive a privilege."


"He considered the poor people  as his superiors, in their sufferings he was honouring Christ's Passion and he ever was, we can say, at their orders."


"He loved the poor and humble, among them he passed benefiting them."


"He was looking for them in the farthest quarters of the town; he climbed the narrow and dark stairs; he entered in the attics, where only misery and pain were living; he was giving the feeding  help and he was telling the consoling word."


"All that he was having in his pocket was for the others, as all that he was having in his hearth. He was born to give; he didn't live for him; he was a Christian of faith and a Christian of action."


"The kast thing he wrote, by his hand yet quite paralysed, was a recommendation to his friends of faith, in order that they remember about a small phial, which  he had, ready for  the injections to a poor lady who was sick, and about the receipt of a pledge, which was urgent to collect."


He wrote one day: "around the unfortunate, I see a light, a particular light, a light that we don't have."

5. The leader


"He was very strongly set in life, as he was an adult man, with the moral solidity and rectitude of the old Piedmontese temper: soul of a child in a character of virile type. In his opinions, suggestions, sentiments, judgements, he was of moral precision so absolute, of an equity so scrupulous, of a generosity so rich and sincere, that his friends were following him in any occasion by an unlimited confidence. His heart and mind were straight, of an absolutely hones loyalty, not capable of a tortuous or uncertain sentiment or  thought. His soul was like his aspect, his glance, his word, as his half nodding, his saying yes or no, without delay,   with no insistence, with no need of subtle distinctions. Also his mysticism was of a very personal temper, precise, sustained by a wonderful practical sense, which didn't allow him to ever hesitate, and it never was keeping him hesitating between the good and the evil, the just and the unjust.   He was walking in the just by the same sincere and sure pace, with no retards, with no pauses, with no weakness, as we used to see him walking on the way, or as we were thinking about him climbing the ways and the paths of the mountains, which he loved so much."

6. The charm that his biography exerted on the young people.


The various associations which took on the name of Pier Giorgio are a significant data (in brackets the number  of each one, updated to 1940): youth association of A.C. (804), Aspirants of A.C. 8185), associations middle school students (61), university associations (26), Conferences of S. Vincent (35), Gospel Groups (23), spirituality associations (23) various apostolic associations (14), sport and recreational groups (45) buildings, halls and rooms (46). We can also remember how many children along those years received the name of Pier Giorgio at their Baptism; moreover, according a research of 1980, util that date there has been 1700 articles on the national newspapers and 450 on the foreign ones about Frassati.


In the 60s, and in the first part of 70s, the memory of Pier Giorgio faded, and his figure was quite forgotten. But after 1975, fiftieth anniversary of his death, suddenly there has been a revival of interest for "…the men of the eight beatitudes, who takes with him the grace of the Gospel, the joy of salvation offered by Christ", as commented in 1977 the one who was then archbishop of Cracow, the car. Karol Woitila. When he became Pope, in his first visit to Turin in October '78, he came agin on the figure of the young student from Turin: "Pier Giorgio Frassati -he said, speaking to the young people of Turin-, shows us on live what really means, for a young lay people, giving a concrete answer to the "Come and follow me". It's enough to give a rapid glance to his life, consumed in only twenty-four years, to understand how was the answer of Pier Giorgio t Jesus Christ: it was that of a "modern" young people, open to the problems of culture, of sport -a tremendous climber - to the social problems, to the true values of life, and also of a man of deep faith, fed of the evangelical message, very solid in his character, passionate in serving the brothers and consumed by an ardent charity, that leaded him to be close, according to a rank of absolute precedence, the poor and sick people…  


How many have been fascinated by his biography: Dino Zambra, Alberto Marvelli, Giacomo Maffei, Eugenio Biamonti, Pier Luigi Roggia… until today's Pope: "Me too, in my youth, I felt the beneficial influx of the example of Pier Giorgio and, when I was student, I heve been so impressed by the strength of his witness". 

Nota Bene:

* The iter of the Cause


The family (and especially the mother) was the first to operate in order to start  the Cause of beatification. The Frassati addressed in 1939 to Fr.. Filippo Rinaldi, who was in that time the rector major of Salesian, asking him to assume the charge of the postulation. At first, there were some perplexity, since the Salesian, until that moment, had promoted only the Causes of their own Servants of God.


When the "Azione Cattolica", through its general president, assumed the charge of "actor" of the Cause, Fr. Rinaldi accepted that Salesians were involved in the postulation. Salesians followed the Cause until the conclusion of the "ordinary process", and Jesuits followed the "apostolic process", leading it to a positive conclusion, the beatification, on May 20, 1990.
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